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OBSERVATIONS 
- ON TREK. 
E88AY ON SPIRIT. | 
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HAVE carefully 
celebrated Performance, intitled, 

An Ess Ax on Spi; and in 
Anſwer to your Requeſt Will gixe 
you my Opinion of the Author and his 
Work. It appears to me he therein contra · 
dicts himſelf, he alſo contradicts the 
Scriptures, and wandering in a Wilder- 
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peruſed chat 


* "Reaſon: f wg proper per Employme ent of 
_ whichi is deducing evidently new Truths 
from antecedent ones: Whether our 
E: Author has purſued chis Track vin — 
Y ſciently appear. 


1 How frequently do thoſe who are 
ſitiled the wiſeſt Philoſophers differ in 
2 their Concluſions? the Cauſe of which 
is, they ſeek not the Lord their God, 
1 neither do they commit their Works 
uato him; No building their vain 
Hopes of Glory in this Life, and ſeek- 
ing no Rewards but Earthly, depend 
AArtirely on their own Underſtandings, 
3 ubich are often guided, and too fre- 
1 governed, by Imagination: 
us they miſs the Road of Reaſon- 
ing tiphitly, and ſo full ſhort of Truth, 
whichhs Ann's” ligheſt natural Per- 
fection. 2 


8 The Author begins his Eſſay with 
= ds, It was the Opinion of 
= © Spinoſa, and others, that there is no 
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© other Subſtance in Nate but God.” * 


His Remarks on which are, That 


« there being in Nature but one ſelf. 


« exiſtent Being or Subſtance, called 
© God, he may, comparatively ſpeak- 
« ing, be faid to be the only Being in 
% Nature; which,” ſays he, © is true 


Lag 


« when we ſpeak of God in Compari- 


« ſon with his Creatures, between 


« whom and their Creator there is no 
n Proportion; and which, when conſi- 


« dered in Compariſon with him, are 
cc a8 Nothing. Every Thing,“ ſays he, 


« that exiſts, beſides God, the firit 
Cauſe, muſt proceed . him, and 
« owe its Exiſtence to the Will „„ 


* 


5 well as dener of that l Cauſ Pha 


As . - 
He treats. = human Exiſtence, 


and alſo of Motion; which leads me 


mention a few Obſervations on 
th& Nature and Difference 6 Body 


and Spirit; buman Nature, and 


alſo on Motion. Enſe, or Subſtance, 
„ being that which is capable of 
a Exiſtence, is divided into what is 
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ee Exittence. 


% Diviſible and Indiviſible conſtitute 
« Body and Spirit, and are the proper 


«and intrinfical Differences of Sub—-— 


« ſtance. Diviſion of the Entity takes 


« from it the Power of being an- Enſe, 


«gr capable of Exiſtence; therefore 

Body, or that Enſe which is diviſible, 
is leſs capable of Exiſtence, and has. 
« 'lefs the Nature of Subſtance in it 


than Spirit, or that Enſe which is 


e indivifible, which has more the Na- 
Subſtance, and is more 
capable of Exiſtence. Mixt and 


* Gmpleare the intr inſical Differences, 


« of Boch ſimple Bodies, which are 
<< called Elements, having in them the- 


„ Nature of dne kind of Body only ; 


« and mixt Bodies havin in Wills the. 
Nature of the Elements of which 
« they are compoſed; Mixt Body is 


= _— into living, and not living; 


ving Body, being that which has a 
7 dry of Motion i in itſelf, is di- 


« vided into Animal, which is more 
« living or moving by Impreſſion 
S1 3 &S | «. on. 


77 


ts e | 9 
« getable, which is leſs moving. YA | 
« Animal, being a Body moving itſelf” - = 

« by Impreſſion on the Senſes, is d. 
« vided into Brutes, which move them 
4 ſelves toa ſet Number of Actions, which 
« is to be leſs moving by Impreſſion on 
« the Senſes; and Man, who moves. - 
« himſelf to-an-Univerſaliry of Action, 
* which 1s to be more moving b 
Means of ſuch Impreſſions. Man, 
4 or rational Animal, is divided into 
« thoſe who have more and leſs the 
1 Faculty or Power of Reaſoning; ani 
t are therefore properly more and leſs: - 
« Men. Every individual Mar is but 
one Enſe, tho?” there-are- two 
< trary Natures, in him; Erporealalid 
4 ſpiritual. The Notion of Enſe ib n 
4 the Notion · of the Nature, but of he | 
+ Suppoſitum: which has the Natugs.. 
« in it, and is indifferent 1000 a 1 2 


* tures.” "dd. 9 


That Man is formally x Body, is- is 9 
8 by his being quantitative a = 
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alterable by corporeal Qualities; yet 


is alone ſufficient to convince every rea- 
ſonable Man, that he has within him 


E are oppoſite Natures, ſnould be 


| when the Body is animated, the Soul, 


184 


that his Soul is pure Actuality, or of a 
ſpiritual Nature, may be hourly expe- 
rienced and proved in every thinking 
Man; for what but a ſpiritual Power 
can in an Inſtant divide all Space, and 
paſs through every Body, and of every 
Kind, and convey us in Thought to 

the moſt diſtant Regions? This, I think, 


ſomething of a ſpiritual Nature; yet 
this is ſo blended with the Body, chat it 

receives its firſt Rudiments of Know-. + 
= * * the an y Wigs by Im-, 


* A | Boay 3 | Soul, 


thus united in Man? the Anſwer is, 
they never were Two, but, by the wiſe. 
or. of - Nature, ſo ordered, that 


or ſpiritual Nature in Man, becomes 
Part of him, and naturally poſſefles 
the N and thus the Soul and Body 
= | become 


become one Enſe; © a | 
rates, with the Body, and guides and 

afſits it in that wonderful regular Courſe 
of Action we ſee ſome Men purſue to 3 
God-like Degree; which regular unli- 
mited Courſe could not be performed 

dy mere Animal, moved only by Im- 
preſſion on the Senſes: the following 
of which ſenſual Impulſes we daily fee 
leads into the moſt ſhocking Errors, 
and ſets thoſe who are thus guided, 
without employing their rational or 
. re ede below = Brute 


4 me - Bee i in a Mort Dig 
fion, and ſuffer me to aff) your Lo. 
hip, How pure ought our Adoption 
be! How en and conſtant 2 
Being whoſe l creative Power 50 
we may, through our dark Senſes, in 
ſome Sort, view even here in this ma- 
terial World, where innumerable Won- 
ders preſent themſelves hourly: to our 
Sight, which TO” our moſt acer- 

rate 7 
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rate Diligence to arrive at the Know- 

love of their Natures, their Origin un- 
known. But let each thinking Man 
collect and contemplate himſelf, his 
Faculties and Powers which ſo exalt- 
edly diſtinguiſh him from the Brute 


Creation: He there will find that ſpi- 


ritual precious Gift, the Image of his 
God, and be aſſured, that by employ- 
ing thoſe Powers in the belt Manner, 
and for which they were given him, 
in fearing and- adoring his great Crea- 
tor, he will acquire Truth and Wiſ⸗ 
- dom, Man's greateſt Glory, and be 


_ convinced that nothing but theſe can 


lift him above the meaneſt of God's 
_ Creatures: e Search and Purſuit 
after which bring thoſe. unſpeakable 
Bleſſings, and conſtitute that Happi- 
neſs here, which afticipate- and ſurely 
lead 0 the inconceiveable - eternal 


. Joys prepared for the Pure in Heart! 


Thus, My Lord, have I ventured, I 
fear, in too ſhort a Manner, to touch 


on N and Spirit, their Wes, and 
: Diffe- 


N 


Difference. I ſhould ſpeak of the Pow: 
ers and Faculties of the Soul; bur 
theſe being ſo exquiſitely diſtioguiſh- 
ed and explained by the great Lock, 
and being alſo treated of by our 

Author, I ſhall not therefore take up 
your Time with a Repetition of that. 
with which every Learned Man is ſo 
well acquainted; yet give 'me Leave 


to obſerve, that this Author, in his 


5th Section, ſays, © It is in theſe 
reflex Acts of the human Spi- 
% rit, that the chief Difference 
« ſcems to conſiſt between the Spi- 
E N Þ Man and the Spirit of 


« Brutes.” This is degrading kB 

a Image of is great . 1 
mag 

him his ſpiritual and»; 

and depriving him ge le 


Man on a Level with Brutes, d 
pineſs; the Hope only of 5. 3 | 


enable him to bear * f t 9 2 ; 


ſupportable Load of Anxiety and 

inward Miſery, which this ſpiritual 

Nature in him is often the Cauſe of; 
"=" "or 


for by enabling him to perceive, feel 
and retain, it is the ſole and laſting 
Cauſe of almoſt all human Woe, 
This is accuſing theallwiſe God with 
ImperfeQion and Partiality ; Imperfec- 
tion, by creating Man, the Lord of all, 
= theonlyunbaifhedPicce of his Creation, 
2 and Partiality, by giving every. other 
.Y Creature, but Man, the Power of being 
dere compleatly happy; ; but adding 
to Man a Nature with Powers which 


: Agonies do fre- 
| ariſe within him, not by Means 
of | ck Impreſſions, but from conſci- 
ous Guilt, and numberleſs other men- 
2 22 which often continue while 


Shall it then be ſaid by Man, that 
Man has not in him the Image of 
his God? That he is no other than 

ami- 


FI 


not * fo nora. N che, 
Force. « Aſſertion - Rp the 


ad 
Let | 
derate Length a, nant. me 
to trat of Motion, I. ſhall, mention mention 
a few Obſervations - cherecn. on 
od 280 C3 Del ds d K b-<vigm 
e NMotioa is Change, and, bade 
«Beginnings which: is proved thus >> 
Infinite Number is impoſſible: Uniſes 
c heing the Elements of which Num- 
E ber conſiſts, an inſmite Number | 
* muſt. conſiſt of an; infinite or:endleſs- 
« Number of Unites z 5 
ing a Bare? nite Number 
& muſt have. two or; Fans, 47 
4 one W Tue to begin „% Þ 


Num- 
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_ Nuer AT an bther Units or Pritte" 
„ fend it: every Number muſt have 
«two Eads or Finites, therefote infi- 
Ante Number is impoſſible. All in- 
hie Time 6& Motion i impolſible: 
«Infinite Time mißt confilt of an in- 

« nite Number df the Gelerthin 
Parts of Time, or Hours. All in- 
« finite Number of 
«ble; «therefore all 
ble. Whenee 1 | 
WH: oo Nine Motion CR 
«of: Naatule hal 2 Begwufling. Thiere 
« are but PG eon Fedde thn 
« ceived to be applied to one another 
unh way of. — : 5+ mat Thing 
om whener it cones, and Thattto 
ch it Und Modew Ganiidertd' 
44 im the Midway; between theſe TWO, 
e hath no Notion but that of mere 
1 '< Motion, wach is the very Notion of 
<fucceſſive' Quantity Fo. ien 
1 col@'this Author: ſpeaking'of # Stone” 
| fly That the Power 
= « whereby ah 1—— — 
__ C tion 1 is as much the Effect of ſome 
| | concomi- 


1 


10 which pur it firſt in Motign ar where 
as Motion is only requiſite 29 apply 
the Virtue of the Agent to the Matter 
or Patient, and the Effect ſprings from 
8 „ 

apidity, OT 4 y FO coceeds 
fromthe ſmarter or fgebler Mating is 
the Agent. hoe enge dE | 
ed 10 on d: 12 Nuit et Bean 
k appears to me very, cxtraorgipary, 
that this. 2 10 toon, 135 
aguance,. that all 


8 o 
—— 3nd aff 1 
and .ingareg Natter „ Boch 5 ich 


— them Quantharive, therefore 
_ diviſible, and Rpt engly. ec e 
That Ence which is compel 0 
ped yh 15 

: a 
Fotm ſep part WT ne ; 


Ka hs th e Power © 
hich' mu 
1 05 ve ery E 


} ity; 


e Na a Fam, 
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« concomitant Spirit: 38, that\Pawer— | 


| @ God catinot create or · produee any 


ieh 1 eri 
by Ser 


„ 0 
el _. 
- Se, 
- IF; s 3 7 Par 92 
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"In Section 28, whit Author flies 


or Bidy dad Fig 
Spirit 1 is Body, 


Being equal in Power to, or inde- 
pendent er Mimlelf e And Sefton 
.30, ſuppoſes, Gd might ebtnmü 
6 nicate ſo much Power to one of his 
„ own — of a more exalted 
4 Nature than to enable _ 


"2s 
40 72 create 77 


S ee e 


Wen Agents: "He" rakes ne 


Tmall Pains to point dut who this firſt 


5 Being is, how ſpoken of, and 


by ho many Names = ror 
ripgaiſhed*” , 2 attic ring on 


which, will, T Th A be of fürle Ser. 
vice to my D u, ul which way be 
in | ch 5 775 nm Jays * Bay It appears | 
hy 4 Yar e Arc 3 — Michel is is 8 55 | 
FS 10 who, i is called the ſecon 995 

* = 


— Jerbs, ſd, upoh Inq 
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« we ſhall find that the 7 Gabriet 


has a very good II ards being 
1 con id I, 2 8 5 Ria, oc 
„ Being hom" the ip 
e e ma Thi 


o ch on thoſe, ho are "oy 
rio to him, thoſe r Virtnes 
40 which he hiſmſelf Teceived from ano 
4 ther, to wit, the Divine Lagos, His 
Better br Juperior. From whence, 
and Section zoth, T prefthze Wi Au- 
chor means to conchude; that this Third 
- Efferice, o Anget Gabriel was erca- 
ted by the ſecond Eſſence or Firſterca- 
ted Spirit. 4 
{© This Effayiſt 


8 advances that this | 
- Third Efſence or Angel Gabriel, is the 
5 8 L 


F of the Jet with: 


- Ghoſt; and ſays the Two laſk vere by 

the Tews called Gods, and'worltiipped 

us füch; and Section 875 that the 

15 e Py. Jrus wich Regau 
21 * . 
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2 God 
God | 
© — 
| able 
e 8. and 
4 alſo 1 6 Seriptures of the New 
_«. Teſtament.” _. et in ths Sec- 
tion he 2 2 e * 
preme God, in Compariſan af wh 
4 there is none other but he; and 5 
5 6; Regard. to. whom, Jeſus the Chriſt 


4 is au to be called Lord, and not 
-$* | 


of + MK 2 - 223 "ns C1039 : "If 93 


255822 {5 


ih; 3 I cannot reconcile i it to my 

24 Reaſon, why; this Author ſhould, with- 
in the - Compaſs; of little more than 
— affxm chat Jef the Chriſt 
is God, and no ο; this Contradic- 
cion will, I believe, appear vexy plain 
40 the moit indiſſerent Reader. This is 
not the only Place in hich he plainly 
beogtradicts himſelf, but as this draus 
near the Point which he een to 


kalen I thought 


to be — on it, 


a i 
— 2 . ' 
a» 1 * = 
K 
* 


he ſays, * that tue Son . — rly 
4 to be called God” and employs tlie 
en up that 
NN Oct) mori %, 368 ; na 
Norſe) y 511 Ri : 101 rivets 5115) 

Now, my „ Lord. what F would en- 
acivour to > ales clear te your Lord- 
tkip is, that this Authors mai Point 
280. ſole Intent ſeems to prove,” thir 
7 Chriſt is not Gd, or the Son of 
God; but the Son of the Anger Gabriel; 
: "for which Purpoſe, in Section 109, he 
8 employs Part of St. Luke's Words re- 
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| _Q I Ba CBſervedite your Lordſhip, 
| is this Eſa yiſt's Opinion, that tie 
ngel Gabriel is one and the ſame Spi- 
"it with the Holy « Shot. 10 St. Tue ſays, 
the Angel "Gabriel. was ſent from God 
to the. Virgin Mary; thar, the Angel 
told her ſhe was. highly. favoured, the 
1752 Ra with her; and again, Si the 
ound. Fay 
[ſhould e 2 Weib. 0 
ng 


SY 


brag fk 3 ſhould call his 
that he thould. be. great, 
and wry — de Called the Sen of the 
Higheſt ; that the Holy Ghoſt Foul 
come upon her: which Holy Ghoſt 
dere mentibned by the Angel Gabriel, 
was, according to eur Author's Opini- 
en, the ſame Angel then ſpeaking; 
therefogewe are from him, to condeive 


this Meſſage in this Senſe: E che Holy 
Ghoſt will r — 
N was not to be of God, 

the Hngel deln eee! IT 
tent, and the whole Scope of his Work 
feems to prove that Jeſus ti 1 
Sr W. — 4 * ys or; the 


dhe Son or Second Effence.. "How f is it 
' Snceiveable then, that the Angel Ga- | 
britl,” created by and inferior to the 
Son ar Second Eſſence, fhould'be 

pointed, of have” Power to bring ng he 
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ſecond Eiience. downs from Ede 
and convey: his whole Subſtance into 


the Womb of the Virgin? or that he 
could by any Means, be the Father of 
his own Creator? Who, (ſee Section 77, 
was his hetter or Superior, and from 
whom he received his Virtues: Thie 
Eſlayiſt himſelf joins me in this Opini- 
on where (Section 3) he ſays that 
« Beings « a ſuperior or more excel- 
* lent Kind, may not be | cognizable 
« b Beings of an! inferior Order; the 
4 Propentics. of the one being of tod | 
ct exquiſite and delicate a Frame and 
i Contexture,” to affect the Perception 
of rk ur Senſes of che other,” Y 5 


Gentleman contradiets h. 


ſeems to deny that being poſſible in 
one Place (Section 34) which in a 
(Section 111) he brings down as . 


chief Support his main Point. 


15519 Gt 831 v7 Ain 
© Receive, 56 hs cad Woch ware 


Confirmation of what T have here ad- 
vanced 


1 — 5 the gr. rs. 
and, Will of God, conveyed into the 
„Womb of the Virgin, by. the Mini- 
4 ſtration of the. Holy Spirit, E 
ceived and brought forth Jeu”, 

— Senſe are. the Wordy by 
* the wonderfnl Power and Will. of 
* God,” 40 be url Noi 


. 
tent an 1 NOT can he 
2 . at one Time than at 


another; e A e 


sn ccc en able 


ke Fele. * 
Ae e 8 


| — with ſo great an Error, I {hal te 
| 2 . IF 4 


t 23 3 

i Words of Coutle, He further fays, . 
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